PERISCOPE. 


736 

hypnotic in action, and, in my opinion, its value is indis¬ 
putable. I profited by the experience of those who had 
used it, and my first trial of the drug was upon a case 
of chronic alcoholism. Instead of giving my doses at 
bed-time, I directed that it be taken immediately before 
the supper hour in hot water, and it invariably gave my 
patient sweet and refreshing sleep.” 

It is said by William Schenck, of Easton, Pa., that if 
given hypodermically, in a warm solution, it is much 
more active. In insomnia I have always had good re¬ 
sults from Sulfonal. In melancholia I have tried it 
thoroughly, but do not get so good results as from other 
drugs, hence my use of this drug is simply where I de¬ 
sire hypnotic action. Here it meets the requirements of 
the profession; unlike opium, chloral, etc., it does not 
create the fiendish habit and appetite, but leaves the 
system in fully as good, if not better, condition than be¬ 
fore its administration. 

Dr. Schedtler ( Therap. Monatshefte, July, 1894) reports 
a series of excellent results from the employment of 
Sulfonal in the female department of the Psychiatric 
Clinic at Warburg. In the majority of cases the remedy 
was well tolerated in doses of 1.0, 2.0 gm. pro die , and 
only in conditions of violent excitement was it found 
necessary to increase the daily quantity to 3.0 gm. 
When employed for some time in doses of 2.0 to 3.0 gm. 
in the twenty-four hours, it should be discontinued at 
intervals, and under this form of administration no un¬ 
pleasant after effects were observed. Sulfonal is con¬ 
sidered by the author as an efficient sedative for rest¬ 
less, anxious, excited melancholic patients, in fractional 
doses up to 3.0 gm. in the twenty-four hours. 

PATHOLOGICAL. 

Medical Jurisprudence of Alcoholic Inebrity. 

—T. D. Crothers, M.D. (International Med. Magazine , Feb¬ 
ruary, 1893). The number of inebriates coming under 
legal notice is steadily increasing, and the methods of 
treatment are practically failures in every sense. The 
natural tendency of all persons who are damaged by al¬ 
cohol is to lawlessness and crime. The error of regard¬ 
ing all persons as sane who continually poison them¬ 
selves with spirits results in an increase of crime. Courts 
and juries judge of these cases from theory and not 
facts. Such cases should be examined by a medical com- 
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mission and their conclusions should be final in the evi¬ 
dence. Military hospitals should be built from the 
license fund and supported by the labor of inebriates 
sent to it for life or a period of years. All inebriates 
Should be regarded as insane and irresponsible, and 
should be forced to go into these hospitals and treated 
as if suffering from infectious diseases. The medical 
jurisprudence of inebriety promises more for the solu¬ 
tion of the alcoholic question than any other means. 

A. F. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

Comments on Materia Medica. — (Squibb’s 
“ Ephemeris,” February, 1893). Bromides —Bromism 
and the ill effect of the alkaline base are often too 
soon established, and it is now recommended from 
France to use the strontium salt as an alternate instead 
of the potassium bromide. M. Germain See and M. Ferd 
noted good results with the former salt. With all the 
bromides the effect is by no means universally beneficial. 
Better results are obtained by Poulet if the bromide be 
combined with either calabar bean, belladonna or digi¬ 
talis. M. Fdrd maintains that after repeated large doses 
of the bromides the alimentary tract is in a condition of 
sepsis, which prevents assimilation of the salt, and, there- 
fote, he would recommend B. naphthol and sodium salicy¬ 
late combined with the bromide. Paraldehyde .—Since in¬ 
troduced in 1884 it has had a steadily increasing use, re¬ 
markably few recorded cases of acute and still less of 
chronic poisoning. Three and a half ounces were taken 
in one case, and the patient after thirty-four hours of 
sleep recovered. Several cases of tetanus have been 
successfully treated by it, and it has given much benefit 
in the insomnia of insanity and the milder forms of 
mania. Trional and Tetronal. —Dr. Ernst Schultze, 
of Bonn, Schaefer, of Jena and the Italian, A. Ramoni, 
have all reported favorably and at length on the use of 
both these newer agents in series of cases. Both prepara¬ 
tions are found superior to sulfonal and chloral in be¬ 
ing more prompt and vigorous, in that the patient awakes 
more easily and, generally, no unpleasant after effects 
follow, although occasionally there is slight digestive 
disturbance. Both have a marked hypnotic and sedative 
effect, but tetronal has more sedative action. Trional 
acts more surely and promptly in the sleeplessness ac¬ 
companying the different forms of neurasthenia and or- 



